Political Tallks Report on Youth Perspective
on Political and Electoral Systems

POLITICAL

|, OVERVIEW OF THE SESSION

Primary Goal:

Engoge young people (18-25) in open and informal discussions about political and
electoral systems

Gother insights from diverse perspectives on politics and governance,

Foster o safe and inclusive space for diologue.

Understand youth challenges, ospirations, and rele in shaping demacracy.

structure of the Session: Warm-Up:

« lcebreching activity: Disit.

« Participants chose o Dixit cord representing the word “politics” and explained their
choice.

Thought-Provohing Questions:

Encouraged critical thinking obout political engogement and voting.

Activity: Participants positioned themselves in corners lobeled "Yes, | agree” or "No, |
disogree” in response to the question, "Do you think politics tokes core of young
people?

Each participant explmned their reasoning.

Exploratory Questions:

Participants shared experiences, concerns, and expectotions obout poiitics,

Activity: Participants wrote their thoughts on sticky noetes in response to the guestion,
“What are your expectations regarding electoral and paiitical systems?, placed them
on o poster, and explained their regsoning,

Brainstorming Questions:
= Group broinstorming on how to improve political aworeness and porticipation ameng
voung peaple,
* Activity: Participonts, divided into two groups, created a poster titled "Politics According
to Us", freely expressing their ideas through writing, drowing, or other creative means.

Closing Activity:
+ Reflective discussion summarizing ey tokeaways.
+ Participants suggested future actions based on their insights.

Dutcome:
« The structured approach fecilitoted meaningful conversations and provided valuoble
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insights into young peopie’s perspectives on political and electoral matters

) 2. KEY INSIGHTS AND OBSERVATIONS

Werrm-Up: lnitial Impressions of Palitics
Responses to “Describe politics in one word or phrase” and reasoning:
+ Comman words/phrases: corruption, power, change, future, hope, money.
.+ Many associated politics with corruption and power, showing distrust,
Others sow politics as o toaf for change sad o hopeful future.
+ Same hightighted money, believing financial interests dominate politics,
+ Ernotional tone: mix af frustration amd coutions eptimism,

Recollections of first exposure to politics:
+ First exposure mainly through school [learning politizal structures, histary,
governtment),
Sacial media ployed o significant rolz in shaping political awareness,
+ Sacial media provided occess o various wWewpoints but alse misinfarmation,
+ Emotional tone: curiosity mixed with caution.

Personal Connections
Issues in the community participants befieve politics can address:
« Xey issues: wnempleyment, edurotion, environmento| protection, security,
demoeracy.
Emotional tone: concern and eptimism for o more just and equitabie society.

politicians or politicol lenders perticipants recognized and what they knew:
+ Most mentioned figures: Glargio Melan], Gufono Amate, Vadimic Putin, Doneld
Trump, Benjomin Netanyah,
+ Predaminontly negative opinians aboul these leaders.
« Criticism of Giuliano Amate for being toe old (90 years| to fead an Al commission,
+ Nao leader inspired admiration, reflecting gemeral disiilusionment.
Despite this, participants remained hopeful for batter leadership in the future

3. THOUGHT-PROVOKING (UISTIONS

Exploring Systems and Structures

Chorncteristics af good ve. bod governments according to porticiparnis;
Agood government:

Supporis yeung people

- Pripritizes sociol issues,

Avaitls war,

- lavests in the environment rather than military Grms.

« Winlues democmcy,

A bad gevernment:
- Negiects youth,
« Engoges in war,
- Focuses on military spending.
« Undermines democratic principles.

tone: | fon, hopeful for a better future with the right leadership.
Participant S.Decumunns an the absence of gavernment:
- Belief that hing would d ize the stote oad ir

- A led. t that would be difficult due to the lack of strong political leadars,
« Emotional tone: cautious optimism, recognizing chollenges bt believing in possible change,

Power and Responsibility
Whether participents Feel lenders care about yaung people and why:
» General belief that leaders do net care aboul young peaple.
- Feeling of not being represented or considered.
« Desire for greater suppar, including policies like universal basic income for young people,
« Emotional tone: frustration mixed with ination to push for and support

Ideas shared about what they would do if in charge of the country for o day:
= Give more vaice to younger generations and reduce the power of alder leaders.
= Make large environmental investments, sich as planting trees in Palermo and throughout [taly.
= Focus on supporting the LOBTQ community and migrarits, emphasizing that it is ue ble far people
to continue living in the sen.
» Emodional tore: enthusiosm and o deep desire for a more inclusive and sustainoble future

4. EXPLORATORY QUESTIONS

Political Systems and Leaders

Perceptions of decision-making processes i the country:

« Meny participants found politicel decision-making confusing, opeque, ard inoccessible,

Belief that decisions are made by a small group of powerful indivdusts rother than through an inciusive process.

Desire for greater tronsparency and connection between decision-making nnd everyday citizens, especiaily pouth.

Emstional tone: frustration with the current system but hope for a more democratic and responsive political process,

Impartance of anderstanding governmen! systems:

Lack of political knowledge leaves young people to and

« Better education about government systems is crucial for informed decr;mn -making and political participation,

= Strong determination amang participants to educate themselves and others to create a more engaged and informed
society.

= Emetional tener urgency and commitment to bridging the gap between politics and the younger generation.

Saurces of pelitical news participants use and trust levels:
» Most freq) iy used f TikTak, Twitter.
Sonnl redia is the most immediate and accessible source but trust levels cre [aw.
Cancers over biased reporting, sensationolism, and misinformation.
Traditional media (newspapers, T¥) seen as mare trustworthy bt stil met with skepticism,
« Emationoi tone: uncertointy and [rustration obout news reliahility but hope for better media literacy.

Experiences with fuke or misleoding politicnl news:
+ Participants recatled encountering viral fake news and manipulated hendlines.
« Frustration with how guickly misinformation spreads and how it plays on fear and anger.
+ Some feit empowersd when identifying fake news through foct-cheching and cross-referencing sources.
« Emational tane: anger of folse information but also pride in vrcovering the truth,

Electoral Systems
Knowledge of elections and areas of confusion:
« Participants undersiond the basrc structure of elections:
» Areas of ¢ fon: prop differences between national and lecal elections, role of political
parties.
= Frustration that electoral systems aren’t adequately explained through education or media.
Emational tone: mix of curinsiy omd frustrotion, with o desire for more closity ond transporency

Opindons on the impact of voting:
« Participants were divided in their view= on voting's impact.
« Moay felt voting doesnt olwoys lead fo tangible change, especially when leoders seem disconnected from youth
concens.
« Others sow vating s o powerful tool for chonge, particularly when young people waite for o cause.
Emstional tenes cautious eptimism and frustration, with o shared desire for greater palitical engagement

5. BRAINSTORMING (UESTIONS

Creative Solutions
{deis for o new palitical sysiem ond s rules:
« More transparent decision-making and strorger youth representation.
Proposal for a youth council with direct influence on policies.
Support for direct demacracy, allowing citizens to vate on specific policies.
« Emotionol tone: idealism and optimism, with o vision for o more (nclusive and
tronsparent political system.

First promises participants would make if tunning for office:
« Environmental investments, such os increesing green speces and tre@ planting.
+ Protecting LGBTQH rights and improving conditions for migrarits.
Universai basic income for young people (o tackde wnem ployment.
Emational tone: urgency and excitement, focusing on social fustice, sustainability,
and youth @mpowenment.

Engaging Young Peopie

Suggestions for making politics more interesting or accessible for youth:

Internctive apps and socinl medio compaigns with quizees, polls, and discussions.
informal debates and discussions in schools and universities.

Community events or festivals combining fin ectivities with political education.
Emotional lone: excitement and innovation, with & streng push for mare engaging
and refatable politicol content,

.

Tools or resousces participants felt wouwld be helpful:
- Educational websites, fm:t checking platforms, and interactive learning resourtes:

. ing youth with exp d paliticol figures.
- Local ynuau touncils nnd political workshops for advocacy training.
. innal tone: of and emp t, with o desire to toke control of their
political education.
Addressing lssues
Political issues participants want moe nmmlmn an r.muwhy
= Youth bl v, and

socinl equality,
+ Frustration with lack of policies addressing vouth unemployment,
= Call for betier education policies io prepare youth for the job market.
= Environmental concerns, incliding investment in gréen initiatives.

Questions participants would ask their country's leader:
= "What are you deing to tackle youth unemploymernt?”
+ "How will you ensure young peopie have a greater voice in decision-manking
« "What is your plan to odoress the climare crisis?
+ "Why aren’t migrants and the LGBTQY community given the rights they deserve?”
« Emotional tone: direciness and accountebility, demanding real action from leaders

6. CLOSING ACTIVITY

At the end of the session, several major themes emerged from the participants' reflections:

Desire for greater pelitical engagement among young people.

Frustration with feeling disconnected frem politicol processes.

Passicn for having their voices heard.

MNeed for moere accessible information ond tools to understand politicol systems.

sustainability.

Reflection on the importonce of democrocy ond representation.
Emphasis an the centrol role of young peaple in shaping the future.
Mixed emational tane of hope and determination.

« Hope for a brighter, mare inclusive future,

+ Determination to octively wark toward thot future through greater participation in political life,
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